
Blaze Activities (31.5.20.) –
Blind Bartimaeus Last week we started looking at 

Jesus’ miracles with the story of  
the healing of ten lepers. 

We also learned about the way 
that Jesus treated people who 
were thought to be outsiders. 

This week we are learning about 
another character who was 
considered to be unimportant in 
Jesus’ time.



Just for Fun.. 
Can you match the superpower below with the 
character on the right?
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Answers

1. Hulk – super strength 

2. Elsa – ability to turn things into ice 

3. Spiderman – ability to climb up walls

4. Mrs Incredible – ability to stretch into different 

shapes

5. The Flash – Super speed

6. Antman – Ability to shrink

7. Superman – X-ray vision 



What needs the most amount of faith? 

Which of these 
possibilities 

would cause you 
the most fear?

Climbing 
high ropes 

Going to 
the dentist Riding a 

rollercoaster

Eating something 
your brother or 

sister has cooked! 

Flying in an 
aeroplane

To do any of these things you need to 
have faith in someone or a group of 
people. 

For example: 
• confidence in your dentist to look 

after your teeth.
• faith in the people who check the 

rollercoaster for safety
• confidence that the pilot knows 

how the fly a plane
• faith in the people who train you 

to use the high ropes and finally…
• You would have to trust your 

brother or sister to be able to cook 
in order to eat their food!!!!    

Today’s story is about someone who 
did something brave because he had 
faith in the person he was reaching 
out to.  Faith in Jesus. 



What was it like to be blind?
Last week we looked at what it means to be an 
outsider and especially what it was like in the days 
of Jesus. We thought about lepers who were 
considered to be unclean and had to live outside 
the city. 

Jewish people also believed that illness was a 
punishment from God because the person (or his 
parents) had done wrong things. 

Today’s story is about a man called Bartimaeus.  
Imagine what it was like to be blind in those days –
not just being unable to see but being treated as if 
you were a bad person and therefore not given any 
help. 

Imagine being blind Bartimaeus.  You are sitting at 
the side of the road and you hear that Jesus is 
coming!  What will you do?



Story of Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52)

They came to Jericho, and as Jesus was leaving with his disciples and a 

large crowd, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus son of Timaeus was 

sitting by the road. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 

began to shout, “Jesus! Son of David! Have mercy on me!”

Many of the people scolded him and told him to be quiet. But he 

shouted even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”  So they called the blind man. 

“Cheer up!” they said. “Get up, he is calling you.”

So he threw off his cloak, jumped up, and came to Jesus.

What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.

“Teacher,” the blind man answered, “I want to see again.”

“Go,” Jesus told him, “your faith has made you well.”

At once he was able to see and followed Jesus on the road



Imagine that you were one of the people who were in the story.  Look at the emojis below and decide which 
emotions you might have felt if you were one of these people? 

Bartimaeus, at the 
start of the story left at 

the side of the road.  

Bartimaeus, hearing that 
Jesus was coming past. 

The crowd, who told 
Bartimaeus off for crying 

out to Jesus for help. 

sad angry shocked hopeful happy



Continue to imagine that you were one of the people who were in the story.  Look at the emojis below and 
decide which emotions you might have felt if you were one of these people? 

Bartimaeus, when 
Jesus stopped and 

called him.  

Bartimaeus, after Jesus 
had given him his sight 

back.

sad angry shocked hopeful happy

Bartimaeus, being told 
to be quiet by the 

crowd.



Why did Bartimaeus cry out to 
the ‘Son of David’? 

Why does Jesus say ‘your faith has 
made you well?’ 

Bartimaeus’ words 
show his faith in Jesus as 
someone specially sent 

from God (the Messiah).  
Jews believed that the 

Messiah would be a 
member of of King David’s 
family.  Not everyone knew 
this but this poor blind man 

did! 

Something 
to think 
about…

In this current 
situation, what are the 

sort of things that 
might stop people 

from trusting in God? 

What do we know with 
certainty that can give 

us hope in every 
situation – however 

difficult?  

It was Jesus who actually 
healed the blind man but it 

was because of his faith 
that he shouted out to ask 
for Jesus’ help  even when 

other people told him to be 
quiet.  It was his faith which 

led him to Jesus.



Something to pray about.. 

What do you 
want me to do 

for you?

Think about the question that Jesus asked Bartimaeus

Now close your eyes and imagine that Jesus is asking 
you that question.  Think about what you would say to 
him. 

Try not just to think about things which you want for 
yourself but think about other people who need to 
know his love, or peace or healing at this time.

As you say these prayers you can be assured that Jesus 
will listen to everything which is on you heart. 

Spend some time looking at the pictures which show 
us different characteristics about God as described in 
the Bible.  Think about what they teach us about him. 
Can you think of others?

Prayer:  Thank you God that you are the bread of life, 
able to satisfy our needs, the king of kings, the light 
of the world, powerful like a lion and the shepherd 
who takes care of his sheep


